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Bill Type and Number: Resolution 2017-822
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Crescimbeni
Date of Introduction: November 28, 2017
Committee(s) of Reference: LUZ, R
Date of Analysis: November 30, 2017
Type of Action: Petition to Florida Legislature; direction to Chief of Legislative Services
Bill Summary: The bill expresses the City’s strong opposition to pending Senate Bill 574 and House Bill 521 in the Florida Legislature that, if passed, would preempt local governments from regulating the removal of trees from private property or from requiring mitigation for removal of such trees, and further would provide that local governments may not prohibit the burial of trees and other vegetative debris. It directs the Chief of Legislative Services for the City Council to provide a copy of the resolution to the Florida Legislature.
Background Information: The bill’s preamble states that bills are a direct assault of the home rule powers of Jacksonville and other cities, towns and counties in Florida and that the City of Jacksonville has, for many years, had a strong and effective tree protection ordinance, which together with Article 25 of the City Charter, regulate the removal of protected trees from public and private property. Those regulations include City Charter Article 25, entitled “Minimum Standards for Tree Protection, Conservation and Mitigation During Development,” which passed overwhelmingly with 76 percent of the vote and with every single precinct in Duval County voting for approval. Recently the City Council approved legislation to strengthen Jacksonville’s tree protection regulations, including creation of an advisory “Tree Commission”, and authorized additional City employee positions to enforce tree protection regulations and the planting of trees.
Policy Impact Area: Local control over tree regulations
Fiscal Impact: None
Analyst: Clements
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